The identification of the plague genome in 2001 and the development of a method to trace the disease in excavated human remains since 1998 have re-sparked interest in the Black Death. The present volume (and the 2006 conference whose keynote papers it reunites) is an attempt to reflect on the state of the question and, if not resolve problems, at least to demarcate them in a clear way. The result is a compelling collection of authoritative approaches to the Black Death, at the same time snapshots of current debates and attempts to strip down disagreements to their cores.

The basic question that runs like a red thread throughout the volume is: was the Black Death a series of outbreaks of plague caused by its identified agent, *Yersinia pestis*, or not? If yes, why are there so many apparent discrepancies between the medieval pandemic and the one that broke out in the last years of the nineteenth century? If anything, this book shows that despite strong arguments from both sides, the jury is still out.

Vivian Nutton's Introduction provides an overview of the historiography of the Black Death as well as a summary of the papers in this volume. The contributions by Ann Carmichael and Kay Peter Jankrift, both historians of early modern and medieval Europe, deal with the descriptions of the disease in their sources, highlighting such aspects as the construction (or perception) of the plague as universal, as opposed to local or regional and the problematic feature of imitation by later authors of earlier descriptions. But Carmichael makes a very strong case in taking medieval descriptions seriously by offering a detailed survey of what medical authors diagnosed as plague with particular emphasis on a case study of Milan.

Lars Walløe, a professor of physiology, mounts a refutation of Samuel K Cohn's revisionist arguments as expressed chiefly in his 2002 monograph *The Black Death transformed*. Walløe states that the medieval plagues and the current disease are the same and suggests that differences in transmission, mortality patterns and epidemiology, that constituted Cohn's main arguments, can be explained by differences in climate and modes of habitation, as well as the presence of and interaction with animal vectors and carriers of the disease. He makes his case by juxtaposing medieval and early modern descriptions of the disease with modern ones. Perhaps not quite meant as a reply to criticism his work has received, Cohn's own text shows him adopting a different approach: instead of opting for the theory of a different disease as the cause for the Black Death (as he had done in his book), he presents here an impressive amount of data whose goal is to show the weaknesses in the identification between medieval and current plagues. This is both constructive and useful, as it can now serve as a basis for research targeting these exact problems.

Daniel Antoine's paper is an overview of the possibilities and problems of archaeological research into the plague with special focus on the plague pits excavated on the site of the Royal Mint in London---one of the very few mass burial sites securely connected to the Black Death in Europe. The last paper in this book is the short, authoritative account on what we know about the plague today by Elisabeth Carniel, director of the Yersinia Research Unit of the Institut Pasteur. She highlights the differences between today and the Middle Ages that will have equally manifested themselves as differences in the epidemiology and ecology of the disease. Her conclusion is telling: "... it should be emphasized that it is not possible to reject the plague aetiology of the Black Death simply because certain symptoms and epidemiological features do not match those found today" (p. 122).

This fascinating book will certainly reposition the debate on the Black Death and inspire new research. Perhaps it will lead experts to discover why the plague has changed between the fourteenth and the twentieth century---a mere moment in bacterial time.
